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describE Geographic INformation  �As you read Lesson 1.1, use the table below to 
keep track of East Asia’s different geographic 
features. Be sure to include information from the 
lesson’s text and maps. Then answer the question.

READING AND NOTE-TAKING
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River Dynasties

Landforms Bodies of Water Cultures

Deserts: The Gobi 
and Taklimakan form 
barriers to the north 
and east.

Describe	In what ways did geography shape ancient Chinese civilization? 
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Categorize Information  �As you read Lesson 1.2, use the boxes below to take notes 
on the Shang and Zhou dynasties. Then answer the question.

READING AND NOTE-TAKING
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Summarize	 What was the dynastic cycle? 

 
 

Shang Dynasty

 emerged along the banks of the Huang He around 1600 B.C.

 

Zhou Dynasty

overthrew the Shang around 1045 B.C.
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