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Categorize Traits of Civilization  �Use the table below to define the five key traits of civilization that 
you read about in Section 2, and then write one example of each. 

READING AND NOTE-TAKING
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Trait Definition Example

Cities Large population centers that 
were centers of cultural, 
political, and economic 
development 

Ur, one of the busiest cities 
and trading posts in the 
ancient world

Complex 
Institutions

Specialized 
Workers

Record 
Keeping

Improved 
Technology
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Form and Support Opinions  �As you have read in Lesson 2.1, archaeologists disagree which 
came first, agriculture or religion. Use the chart below to help 
you take notes on the development of agriculture and religion 
as you read Section 2. Then, on the lines below the chart, write a 
few sentences that state your opinion. Be sure to offer evidence 
from the section to support why you came to your conclusion. 

READING AND NOTE-TAKING
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Farming Religion

Religion Farming

 

 

 

Form and Support Opinions Which do you think came first, farming or religion?
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