
MOCK TRIALS!



START WITH THE END 
IN MIND!

1. Ask, “what’s my goal?”

2. Ask, “how do I reach that goal?”

3. Reach the goal. 



STARTING A MOCK TRIAL

1. Read the entire case! 

2. What statute(s) are at issue?

3. What are the elements the ∏ needs to prove? 

4. What will be the most difficult element(s) to 
prove?

5. Is there a defense the Δ needs to prove? 

6. What’s the burden of proof?

7. What evidence do you have to meet your 
burden? Focus on this evidence.



1. Tell the jury what the witnesses and evidence 
is going to tell them.

2. Let the witnesses and evidence tell them.

3. Tell them what the witnesses and evidence 
told them.





Before Trial

Pre-Trial hearings: Judge makes decisions on 
various motions.

After Trial

Jury Deliberation: The jury reviews the law, 
and determines which side wins the case.



THEORY OF THE CASE

• Your side’s version of what happened. 

• A statement of what actually occurred and 
what the law says should happen to the Δ.

• Must be credible and believable. 

• Must be consistent with bad facts and explain 
away bad facts at the same time. 

• Should be interesting and entertaining.

• Must include a theme (explained on next slide).



THEME OF THE CASE

• Memorable word or phrase that summarizes your 
theory 
– Emotionally compelling
– Simple 
– Repeated several times throughout the trial

Examples (the theme is underlined):

➢This is a case about taking chances.”
➢“If the glove doesn’t fit, you must acquit.”
➢John Smith was caught red-handed.
➢This is a case about jealousy.
➢Pat Jones took the law into her own hands.



OPENING STATEMENT



1. Speak in future tense (“the evidence will show you that…” )

2. Tell a story!
– Who are the important people?
– How do you want to portray those people? 
– Look at the testimony to find good descriptors of the person

3. Make the story vivid
• Re-create the incident
• Make it emotional and dramatic

4. Walk the jurors through the events in chronological order. 

5. Anticipate the other side’s weaknesses.

OPENING STATEMENT



Don’t include your 
personal opinions!

OPENING STATEMENT



A Standard Outline

In the opening, if you tell the jury they will hear 
something, make sure they hear it come out of a 
witness’s mouth during the trial! 

Example:
In the opening, you say: “Today, you will hear from 
Lisa Jones. She will tell you that she witnessed the 
murder.”

When Lisa is on the witness stand, make sure you 
ask her, “did you witness the murder?”

OPENING STATEMENT

Future tense


